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If you are a true prodigal, then
you once knew the Lord. But now
you're so far away from Him,
everyone knows it. Or, you may be
a backslider who’s drifting away
from the Lord. You're heart has
grown cold and indifferent towards
the things of God. My friend, NOW
is the time to turn around.

Ifyou're a prodigal, a backslider,
or someone who has never known
the Lord, know this: your heavenly
Father is waiting with His arms
open wide, to welcome you home.

No matter what you've done,
Jesus is ready, right now, to forgive
you, to wash you clean and to make
you new. If you need forgiveness,
pray with me now:

“Dear Jesus, thank You for
your love and mercy. Thank You
Jfor not leaving me alone. I have
sinned. I've burt You. I've hurt
others and I've hurt myself. I'm
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Mama, about your Jesus. I don’t want to sing
another hymn or chorus. I don’t want to go
to another Christian concert. I'm done. I want
to drink, and party. I want to do my thing.”
These are prodigals. They have left Christianity.
They have been driven away by their lifestyles.
They’re gone.

We're all familiar with the story of the
prodigal son found in Luke chapter 15. A man
had two sons. One of the sons came to him
and said, “Give me my share of the estate,
Dad. I'm out of here.” Some theologians say
the father divided the land between his sons,
and youngest sold his portion of it. It doesn’t
really matter. The bottom line is that he left.
Luke 15:13 tells us that he took the money and
went off to a distant country.

You may know from personal experience
what that’s like. Maybe you made the break. Or

perhaps a loved one or dear friend

Perhaps for the first time you will feel the agony of a
life being destroyed from the inside out. Or, maybe
you're trapped like I was, and you know firsthand
what I'm talking about.

ben [the prodigal] came
to his senses, be said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired
men have food to spare, and here
I am starving to death! I will set
out and go back to my father...’ So
be got up and went to his father.
But while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion for him,
he ran to bis son, threw bis arms
around bim and kissed him. The
son said to him, Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against
you. I am no longer worthy to be
called your son.’ But the father said
to his servants, “...this son of mine
was dead and is alwe again; he was
lost and is found.” So they began to
celebrate.” Luke 15:17-24

\*If you
‘have a
prodigal in
your life,
expect
miracles
to take

place...”

Either way, this book is sure to speak to your heart,
and may even change your life.
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This is my story — an inside look at total bondage
and the thrilling experience of complete deliverance
and a brand-new life.
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Callmg the lost to ]esus

are not like backsliders. Backsliders often go
to church on Sunday, and then do whatever
they want during the week. Of course, many
backsliders have stopped going to church
altogether, yet oftentimes they still play
religious games.
Prodigals on the other hand, have made
the break. They've said, “You know, I've had

sure to request a free copy of my
booklet, Serious About God that
I wrote to help you in your walk

J

I've got tear-stained cards in my office from
parents and even children, telling me that their
prodigals have come home. I've had people hug
me and say, “Thank you. My husband just got
saved in your meeting. For thirty-two years he’s
wandered and been away from God...” Or, “My
daddy just gave his life back to Jesus...” The list
seems endless.

Challenging believers to go after God.
www.stevehill.org
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it with Christianity. Don’t shove the Bible
in my face. Don't talk to me anymore,

God knows how to prepare the heart for the message and théfmessage for the heart.
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1. A true prodigal has EXPERIENCED
a life of SECURITY.

You can'’t be a prodigal unless you were

at one time in your father’s house. A prodigal
| (the definition of the biblical prodigal) is
someone who once walked with Jesus, who
used to feel at home in the Lord’s presence.
Perhaps you used to sit in a church pew
as a child listening to Amazing Grace.
You remember a time in youth camp when
you shed crocodile tears as the evangelist
preached. You ran to the altar and poured
your heart out to Jesus, giving your life to
Him. You were so in love with
Jesus. But as you grew older, your
| heart grew cold. You got into
B sin. And you walked away. It’s
been years since you've wanted
anything to do with living for
Jesus. But you remember.
The prodigal, while living in
the pigpen, remembered. He said
to himself, “Dad’s servants are
eating better than I am. They don’t
have to worry about where their
next meal is coming from. They have a nice
place to lay their heads at night...”

“The Bible
gives
us the
paitern
on how
fo come
back to

God.”

2. A true prodigal has ENJOYED a
life of SIN.

If you are a Christian who has lived for
Jesus all your life, let me tell you something
about sin: sin is pleasurable. The Bible says
that the prodigal went and partied his heart
out. He spent everything. Why? Not because
he was having a bad time. No, he was
enjoying his sin.
After 1 got saved, secular high schools
used to bring me in to hold drug addiction
seminars because I was a former addict
and alcoholic. I would stand in front of
an auditorium filled with hundreds of
students and say, “I just want to say to
everyone that drugs, alcohol, smoking
dope, and partying can appear to be a
blast.” The crowd would often holler
out in approval. Teachers would look
at each other and say, “Why did we
bring him here?” But suddenly I had
everyone’s attention. They knew their
friends weren’t having a bad time
smoking dope. They weren’t out there

We are
ISV they are enjoying themselves.
of the most

incredible
days of

healing and

restoration.

drinking keg after keg of beer because they
bad to. No, they wanted to.

So the prodigal enjoyed his life of sin.
According to the Bible, sin is pleasurable
for a season (Heb 11:25). But the end
result is death — both spiritual and physical.
If you don’t believe that, walk through your
local graveyard. Look at the dates on the
tombstones and ponder, “Seventeen years
old....why on earth is he dead?” For a
real eye-opener, go to a funeral of some
teenagers who were killed in a car accident.
Several are dead, while the others are now
paraplegics for life. Sit in the funerals and
let it soak in. Why would young
people go to such extremes? The
answer is quite simple: because

If the prodigal son found in Luke
15 was here today, he'd say to the
prodigals, “You're enjoying your
life of sin right now. You're having
a good time. But listen to me. And
listen to the preacher who’s been
down that road you're on...”

3. A true prodigal has ENTERED a
life of SLAVERY.

Things got so bad for the prodigal that
he ended up on a pig farm feeding pigs.
Think about it. A Jewish boy feeding pigs. It
doesn’t get much worse than that. He was in
bondage. And hungry.

I remember what it was like scraping
for food as we wandered across America.
We lived in rescue missions, slept under
bridges, and stole whatever food we
could get. Sometimes we got busted;
other times we got away with it. But it was
a life of slavery.

The prodigal wakes one day and
discovers that the fun and games are over.
The life he’s living isn’t really freedom at all,
but bondage.

4. A true prodigal becomes
EXHAUSTED over his life
of SHAME.

I talk with parents all the time who bring
their prodigal to me, asking for help. Often
I turn to the kid and say, “I know you don’t

want to be here. Honestly, it's tough for me to
be here too, because you're not open to the
things of God.” “I don’t want your stinking
God,” is a typical reply.

Sometimes they'll cuss and tell me that
they are sick and tired of their parent’s
religion. My response: “Let me just tell
you something. Jesus loves you and has a
plan for your life. And when you become
exhausted with what you're doing, my door
is always open.”

Prodigals have to get to the place,
my friend, where they're exhausted
from their life of sin. They've have
been drinking at the watering holes
of the wicked. They've been sapping
up contaminated water out in the
desert land. They've got to reach the
point where they no longer want
that poison. They must become tired
of being infected with the disease called sin.
They need to get to the point where they say,
“I remember fresh water. I remember what
it was like to eat a good meal. I'm tired of
this life and I want out.”

Eventually, the prodigal became
exhausted over his life of sin and shame.
He thought himself, “Look at me. I'm living
with pigs, starving to death. I can’t go on
like this...”

Anyone who wants out of a life of sin
must get to that place. But getting tired of
that lifestyle isn’t enough. You have got to do
something about it.

5. A true prodigal comes up with an
EXIT plan so he can be restored
to his life of SONSHIP.

When the prodigal son reached that
point, he rose up and said, “I've had enough.
I'm going back home to my father. I'm going
to repent.”

Here’s the kicker in this story. He got
up and headed home. But he didn’t get
there overnight. Remember, the Bible says
that when he left home, he went to a far
away country.

Prodigals often want to get home
immediately. But sometimes it takes awhile.
Sometimes you have to walk past some of
the old haunts. You've got to go past the old
cities where you used to hang out. You've
got to go past the old ungodly friends.
You've got to cut the ties and leave them

If you're a
prodigal, it’s

time to come
home.

behind. You can’t keep holding on to them
with phone calls, emails and text messages
if you're going to make it all the way back
home. You have to make a clean break.
Sometimes walking down the long road of
sinful memories can be tough. But here’s
the good news. The Bible tells us that when
the prodigal son was still a long way off,
his father came running to meet him and
embraced him.

Now hear what I'm about to say. This is
where a lot of prodigals miss it.
When the father embraced his
son, the prodigal could have said
to himself, ‘Wow! Dad receives
me with open arms. Everything
is okay. I don’t need to repent!
I'm forgiven.”

I've seen prodigals make this
mistake all too often. Here’s what
happens. You're a prodigal who decides
it's time to come home. You muster up the
courage to go to church and during the
service, you feel the presence of God. And
you cry. You haven't felt His presence in a
long, long time. But now you do. And it feels
SO good. So you start coming to church
again and every time you do, you feel His
presence and His love. But don’t stop there.
Feeling His presence and His love doesn’t
mean that everything is okay. There’s some
business you must take care of with Him
before you are restored. Before you are
truly home.

The Bible gives us the pattern of how to
come back to God. The prodigal humbled
himself, fell on his knees and said to his
father, “I have sinned, Dad. I'm sorry.
Forgive me.” He repented first. Then his
father forgave him. The prodigal was home
at last.

My friend, if you or someone you know
is a prodigal, your heavenly Father is
waiting with His arms outstretched to
welcome you home.

We are entering some of the most
incredible days of restoration and healing. If
you are a prodigal, it’s time to come home.
If you know a prodigal, let'’s believe God
together for his or her homecoming.

A% STEVE HILL

1
\y m I NI s T R I E s

GOING
DEEPER

FOR PRODIGALS ONLY!!!

If you are a prodigal, | want
you to log on to my website,
www.stevehill.org. On the
home page, click on the
section that says, “Prodigals
Only” (Christians, please
don’t go to this area of
my website. This is for
prodigals only).

You'll find a letter that |
wrote just for you. At the
bottom of the page, you'll
see that | want to send you
a gift. It’s a copy of my
booklet Stone Cold Heart
which details my testimony.
There are pictures on the
back cover of when | was a
drug addict and an alcoholic.
| want to send it to you as a
gift to help you on your
journey home.

| love you my friend, and
want to help you. What’s
more, Jesus loves you and
has a plan for your life. It's
time to come home.




